
Council Tax Information 2016-2017 
 
The policing and crime reduction element of the Council Tax is approximately 10% of 
the overall council tax bill and this element is set by the Police and Crime 
Commissioner. 
 
This year (2016 - 2017), there will be an increase of 1.99% in the policing and crime 
element of your council tax bill. This represents an additional cost of £3.37 per year 
(at Band D) or 6.5 pence per week. As the council tax bill shows the increase to one 
decimal point this may be presented on your bill as a 2% increase. Our council tax 
levels are below the national average and we have the second lowest level in the 
south west group of Forces.  
 
Why has Tony Hogg increased in the precept? 
 
After seven years of very significant 
reductions in the level of government grant 
funding, requiring almost £59m in budget 
cuts, in December 2015 the Government 
announced that the pace of grant 
reduction would slow for 2016-17 and 
coming years. 
 
Grant will be reduced by 0.6% in 2016-17, 
in cash terms this is a cut of around £1m 
but, with additional increased costs, the 
budget shortfall is in excess of £6m. The revenue from an increase in council tax  
will go towards filling this amount shortfall. 

The five key reasons for the precept increase are: 

1.    Demand continues to outstrip supply - improving capacity in our priority areas. 

While recorded crime may be falling – demand for police services is not.  The police 
needs to improve capacity and services in many areas, including safeguarding and 
firearms. If the precept rise does not happen there will be 75 fewer officers devoted 
to priority areas. From discussions throughout the year the PCC believes the vast 
majority of the public are content to pay an additional £3.37 a year.  

This would protect: 

 hundreds more children from sexual abuse; 
 men and women from domestic and other physical abuse; 
 and communities better from those terrorists intent on doing harm. 

2.    We continue to face considerable uncertainty over our long term funding as the 
Government has still not made its intentions clear on the revisions to the funding 
formula. 

Last year the Government was on the verge of removing £15m from the budget of 
Devon and Cornwall police.  The shape and impact of any revised proposals on 



Devon and Cornwall is not yet known.  While we will continue to push hard for a fair 
funding formula that reflects key issues such as rurality and tourism we must be 
cautious in our financial planning.  If the Government returns to its previous 
proposals then we may need to find considerable extra savings. 

3.    To provide the necessary resources to allow the police to do their job efficiently 
and effectively.   

This money will allow additional investment to be made in priority areas reducing the 
risk of child sexual abuse (CSE), terrorist actions and generally providing better 
protection for the most vulnerable in our society. 

4.    There has been a clear steer from the Government that police budgets must 
have real term protection to meet the range of threats we face in today’s society and 
this is only possible with an increase to the precept.   

The Home Secretary built this assumption into her settlement in November. She 
wrote: 

“The chancellor and I have agreed a fair deal for the police. This settlement gives 
you immediate certainty that police spending will be protected in real terms over the 
spending review period, when local income is taken into account. Taking into 
account the scope that you have to raise local council tax, this means a flat real 
settlement for policing as a whole.” 

5.    Investment is necessary to achieve effective policing.  

Much of police technology remains in the dark ages compared to industry partners. 
The PCC is concerned that he will leave office with the technology that supports 
police operations still not fully “fit for purpose”.  For example, we can invest in 
ensuring that our 101 service meets the expectations of what a modern police 
service should provide. 

Level of Council Tax in 2016/17 
 
The amounts for each band and the impact of the increase on the weekly cost are:  
 

Property 
Band 

£ 
per week 

Increase 
per week 

Property 
Band 

£ 
per week 

Increase 
per week 

Band A 115.23 4.3p Band E 211.25 7.9p 

Band B 134.43 5.0p Band F 249.66 9.4p 

Band C 153.64 5.8p Band G 288.07 10.8p 

Band D 172.84 6.5p Band H 345.68 13.0p 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Spending Plans  
 
Police and Crime Commissioner’s spending plans and income for 2016-2017 
compared to 2015-2016.  
 

  

2015 - 2016 2016 - 2017 

  

£ millions £ millions 

Income:  

 Central government funding  185.6 184.7 

Other income 8.1 8.8 

Council Tax Requirement  95.8 99.3 

Gross expenditure: 289.5 292.8 

 
This year £292.8m will be spent on policing and crime reduction in Devon, Cornwall 
and the Isles of Scilly (compared to £289.5m in 2015 - 2016).  Of this figure, 
£193.5m will come from grants and other income, while £99.3m will be funded by 
council tax payers.   
 

Further Information on Council Tax  
 
The Police and Crime Commissioner’s element of the council tax is only a small part 
of the overall bill. You can find out more about the total council tax bill on the website 
of your local billing authority.  
 

 East Devon District Council 

 Exeter City Council 

 Mid Devon District Council 

 North Devon District Council 

 South Hams District Council 

 Teignbridge District Council 

 West Devon Borough Council 

 Torridge District Council 

 Cornwall Council 

 Isles of Scilly Council 

 Torbay Council 

 Plymouth City Council 
 
 

 

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/index
http://www.exeter.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=10126
http://www.middevon.gov.uk/
http://www.northdevon.gov.uk/
http://www.southhams.gov.uk/article/1/South-Hams-District-Council
http://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/
http://www.westdevon.gov.uk/article/1646/West-Devon-Borough-Council
http://www.torridge.gov.uk/
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/
https://www.scilly.gov.uk/
http://www.torbay.gov.uk/
http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/

